
Digischool and E-Communities for Teachers

A virtual network of teachers, including E-Communties,

• Supports pupils and teachers 

• Binds teachers together• Binds teachers together

• Brings better use of ICT 

• Improves education 

Erik Verhulp

De Digitale School (Digischool)

The Netherlands

www.digischool.nl



E-Communities for TeachersE-Communities for Teachers

DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL



WHO ARE WE? WHO ARE WE? 
DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL

� FOUNDED 1995

� A WEBSITE PUPILS

� IN 2000 COMMUNITIES

� FOR TEACHERS

� FIRST 10 COMMUNITIES

1995: 2 teachers

1996: 10 teachers

Grown over the years
� FIRST 10 COMMUNITIES

� ONLY A WEBSITE

� AND A MAILINGLIST

� LATER FORUM AND

� DATABASE

� 2 YEARS AGO:

� IDEAS FOR TOOLS

2009: managed by about 70 

teachers from all over the 

country. 



WWW.DIGISCHOOL.NLWWW.DIGISCHOOL.NL
DIGISCHOOL HOMEPAGEDIGISCHOOL HOMEPAGE



WHO DO WE SERVE? WHO DO WE SERVE? 
PUPILSPUPILS

� PRIMARY EDUCATION
� Managed by 15 teachers

� Volunteers

� Compensation of expenses

� SECONDARY EDUCATION
� Managed by 30 teachers

� Volunteers

� Compensation of expenses

� BEFORE HTML + FTP (SSH)

� NOW WORDPRESS (WEB 2.0)

� AND PLAATJESMAKER (IMAGES)



PRIMARY EDUCATIONPRIMARY EDUCATION
PUPILSPUPILS

5 CLASSROOMS

� READING

� WRITING

� ARITHMATIC� ARITHMATIC

� ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

� ART



PUPILS - PRIMARY SCHOOLPUPILS - PRIMARY SCHOOL
DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL



ARITHMATIC, ALL LEVELSARITHMATIC, ALL LEVELS
PRIMARY SCHOOLPRIMARY SCHOOL



ARITHMATIC, LEVEL 3, 4 AND 5ARITHMATIC, LEVEL 3, 4 AND 5
PRIMARY SCHOOLPRIMARY SCHOOL



SECUNDARY EDUCATIONSECUNDARY EDUCATION
PUPILSPUPILS

28 CLASSROOMS

� ART

� BIOLOGY

� DUTCH LANGUAGE� DUTCH LANGUAGE

� ENGLISH LANGUAGE

� GEOGRAPHY

� ETC.



PUPILS – SECONDARY SCHOOLPUPILS – SECONDARY SCHOOL

DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL



GEOGRAPHY CLASSROOMGEOGRAPHY CLASSROOM
SECONDARY SCHOOLSECONDARY SCHOOL



SCIENCE CLASSROOMSCIENCE CLASSROOM
SECONDARY SCHOOLSECONDARY SCHOOL



WHO DO WE SERVE? WHO DO WE SERVE? 
TEACHERSTEACHERS

� PRIMARY EDUCATION

� SECONDAIRY EDUCATION



TEACHERSTEACHERS
DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL



TEACHERS – PRIMARY SCHOOLTEACHERS – PRIMARY SCHOOL
DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL



PRIMARY EDUCATIONPRIMARY EDUCATION
TEACHERSTEACHERS

7 COMMUNITIES

� PRESCHOOL

� CLASS 12

� CLASS 34� CLASS 34

� CLASS 56

� CLASS 78

� TEACHER TRAINING STUDENTS

� PRIMARY EDUCATION WEBLOG



PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUP 1-2PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUP 1-2
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUP 1-2PRIMARY SCHOOL GROUP 1-2
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



COMMUNITY MEMBERCOMMUNITY MEMBER
TEACHERSTEACHERS

After Registration

� Activation code in mailbox

� Membership after replying� Membership after replying

� Mail to Community manager

� Community manager can refuse



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



LEARNING RESOURCES DATABASELEARNING RESOURCES DATABASE
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



TEACHERS – SECONDARY SCHOOLTEACHERS – SECONDARY SCHOOL
DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL



SECUNDARY EDUCATIONSECUNDARY EDUCATION
TEACHERSTEACHERS

28 COMMUNITIES

� ART

� BIOLOGY

� DUTCH LANGUAGE� DUTCH LANGUAGE

� ENGLISH LANGUAGE

� GEOGRAPHY

� ETC.

� SECONDARY EDUCTION WEBLOG



SECONDARY SCHOOL MATHEMATICSSECONDARY SCHOOL MATHEMATICS
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



SECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISHSECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISH
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



NEWS LETTERNEWS LETTER
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



NEWS LETTER BY MAILINGLISTNEWS LETTER BY MAILINGLIST
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



SECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISHSECONDARY SCHOOL ENGLISH
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



MAILINGLISTMAILINGLIST
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

� LIST-ENGLISH@DIGISCHOOL.NL

� LIST IS MODERATED

� MEMBERS CONTACT:

SUBSCRIPTION IS 

NEEDED

SOME COMMUNITIES 

USE MAILINGLIST, 

SOME FORUM, � MEMBERS CONTACT:

� MAILINGLIST

� FORUM

�NEWS LETTER EVERY MONTH

� NEWS LETTER

SOME FORUM, 

SOME BOTH



FORUMFORUM
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY



CONSISTS OFCONSISTS OF
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

� EVERY COMMUNITY:

� 2 FORUM

� COMMUNITYFORUM

FORUM EXAM DISCUSSION

SOME FORUMS 

VERY SUCCESFUL, 

SOME HARDLY 

USED
� FORUM EXAM DISCUSSION

� SOME MORE FORUMS:

� LEVEL

� TEXTBOOK PUBLISHER

USED



CONSISTS OFCONSISTS OF
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

� WEBSITE
� CMS KENNISNET

� MAILINGLIST

� WEB 2.0 SOFTWARE

LEARNING 

RESOURCES 

DATABASE BUILT 

OURSELVES, � WEB 2.0 SOFTWARE

� NEWS LETTER

� PROBLEM HOTMAIL

� LEARNING RESOURCES

� FORUM

�WEB 2.0 SOFTWARE

OURSELVES, 

TOGETHER WITH 

PROCEDURE AND

DATABASE FOR 

SUBCRIPTION

ALL FREELY

AVAILABLE



Ideas of community membersIdeas of community members
TOOLSTOOLS

� VOCABULARY TESTING

� VOCABULARY TESTING

� VOCABULARY TESTING

� LETTER WRITING

� GRAMMAR

Wrts.nl

wrds.eu

m.wrts.nl

www.klikbrief.nl

Grammachat

Dutch

International

Mobile phone

Clickletter

Chat� GRAMMAR

� PRIMARY ENGLISH

� IMAGE MAKER

� WEB NEWSPAPER

� MEMORYGAMES

Grammachat

mike.digischool.nl

Plaatjesmaker

Webkrant

Memoryspelen.nl

Chat

Mike

Online image

Online paper

Play & design

All freely 

available



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRTS.NLWRTS.NL



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRDS.EUWRDS.EU



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRDS.EUWRDS.EU



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRDS.EUWRDS.EU



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRDS.EUWRDS.EU



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRDS.EUWRDS.EU



VOCABULARY TESTINGVOCABULARY TESTING
WRDS.EUWRDS.EU



VOCABULARY TESTING ON MOBILE PHONESVOCABULARY TESTING ON MOBILE PHONES
WRTS MOBILEWRTS MOBILE



VOCABULARY TESTING ON MOBILE PHONESVOCABULARY TESTING ON MOBILE PHONES
WRTS MOBILEWRTS MOBILE



VOCABULARY TESTING ON MOBILE PHONESVOCABULARY TESTING ON MOBILE PHONES
WRTS MOBILEWRTS MOBILE



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



LETTER WRITINGLETTER WRITING
KLIKBRIEF.NLKLIKBRIEF.NL



GRAMMAR LEARNING WITH A CHATBOTGRAMMAR LEARNING WITH A CHATBOT
GRAMMACHATGRAMMACHAT



GRAMMAR LEARNING WITH A CHATBOTGRAMMAR LEARNING WITH A CHATBOT
GRAMMACHATGRAMMACHAT



GRAMMAR LEARNING WITH A CHATBOTGRAMMAR LEARNING WITH A CHATBOT
GRAMMACHATGRAMMACHAT



A FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISHA FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH
ENGLISH WITH MIKEENGLISH WITH MIKE



A FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISHA FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH
ENGLISH WITH MIKEENGLISH WITH MIKE



A FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISHA FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH
ENGLISH WITH MIKEENGLISH WITH MIKE



A FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISHA FIRST INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH
ENGLISH WITH MIKEENGLISH WITH MIKE



MAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGESMAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGES
IMAGEMAKERIMAGEMAKER



MAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGESMAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGES
IMAGEMAKERIMAGEMAKER



MAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGESMAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGES
IMAGEMAKERIMAGEMAKER



MAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGESMAKING NICE WEBCONTENT WITH OWN IMAGES
IMAGEMAKERIMAGEMAKER



PLAYING AND MAKING MEMORYGAMESPLAYING AND MAKING MEMORYGAMES
MEMORYSPELEN.NLMEMORYSPELEN.NL



PLAYING AND MAKING MEMORYGAMESPLAYING AND MAKING MEMORYGAMES
MEMORYSPELEN.NLMEMORYSPELEN.NL



PLAYING AND MAKING MEMORYGAMESPLAYING AND MAKING MEMORYGAMES
MEMORYSPELEN.NLMEMORYSPELEN.NL



THE NUMBERSTHE NUMBERS
STATISTICSSTATISTICS

� WEBSITE

� COMMUNITIES

� DATABASE

Visitors a month

Community members

Learning materials in 
database

New learning materials 

1,5 million

200,000

15,000

200

� WRTS.NL

New learning materials 
per month

Learning materials 
downloaded per month        

Accounts

200

180,000

900,000



DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL
FINANCEFINANCE

� FOUNDATION

� NON-PROFIT (PHILANTROPIC)

� CLASSROOM – VOLUTEERS

� COMMUNITY MANAGERS – 4 HOURS A WEEK

� CO-OPERATION WITH KENNISNET (MINISTRY)� CO-OPERATION WITH KENNISNET (MINISTRY)

� COMMUNITY MANAGERS HAS 3 – 5 ASSISTANTS

� MANAGEMENT OF DIGISCHOOL PAID BY 
CONTRACT KENNISNET

� SURPLUS OF BALANCE > DEVELOPMENT OF 
TOOLS

� BY SUGGESTIONS OF COMMUNITIES



DIGISCHOOLDIGISCHOOL
FUTUREFUTURE

� TOO MANY PLANS

� EXAMPLES:

� MATERIALS FROM CLASSROOMS IN MOODLE

� PROFILES OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS

RANKING ACCORDING TO NUMBER AND QUALITY OF UPLOAD� RANKING ACCORDING TO NUMBER AND QUALITY OF UPLOAD

� ON-LINE DEVELOPER FOR E-MATERIALS

� LATEST METADATA AND STANDARDS (SCORM, ETC.)

� BETTER QUALITY CHECK OF E-MATERIALS

� COMPLETE CURRICULUM OF E-MATERIALS



E-COMMUNITIESE-COMMUNITIES
CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION

� BIND TEACHERS TOGETHER

EXCHANGE INFORMATION

ASK QUESTIONS, OTHERS ANSWER

(MOTIVATION)

� BRING BETTER USE OF ICT� BRING BETTER USE OF ICT

LEARNING RESOURCES AND TOOLS

DEVELOP, EXCHANGE, USE AND IMPROVE

(CREATIVITY)

� IMPROVE EDUCATION

LESS DEPENDING ON TEXTBOOKS

MORE INVOLVED IN THEIR OWN TEACHING



A WELL ORGANISED NETWORKA WELL ORGANISED NETWORK
CONCLUSIONCONCLUSION

� NO REPLACEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
(ONLY SUPPORT FOR PUPILS & TEACHERS)

� EDUCATES PUPILS & TEACHERS IN ICT USE
(EDUCATION ALSO OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL BUILDING)

� COMMUNITY MANAGERS ARE ESSENTIAL
(THE BETTER THE MANAGER, THE BETTER COMMUNITY)

� ALL DIGISCHOOL TOOLS FREELY AVAILABLE
(CONTACT DIGISCHOOL FOR FREE USE OF OUR SOFTWARE, 
SUBSCRIPTION, DATABASE, WRDS.EU, CLICKLETTER, ETC.)

Erik Verhulp
erik@digischool.nl


